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Introduction 

Ken Nevadomi's paintings can 
perhaps Oest oe described as urban 
visions. His intuitive, imaginative, and 
highly personal response to 
contemporary culture randomly 
focuses on sociologically crucial 
manifestations of the urban 
drama: murder, rape, conspicuous 
consumption, and indifference. 

The exhibition is comprised of 
paintings from primarily three groups 
executed between the years 
1970-77: MFA Thesis, June 1975 [And 
God Bless You, Too, Buffalo Bill) (cat. 
nos. 7, 8, 10), the Mom series, 1975 
(cat. nos. 11-13), and the Attacking 
the A & P group, 1976-77 (cat. nos. 14, 
18, 21 ). In addition are shown several 
earlier paintings which include one of 
a series of Murder themes (cat. no. 1) 
Nevadomi was working on in 1969-70, 
and, finally, two recent Portraits (cat. 
nos. 19, 20). 

Nevadomi's work making up his MFA 
Thesis is ascessed by the artist 
himself as follows: 

The paintings I ended up with are 
a mixture of fantasy, imagination, 
and distorted historical perspec-
tive. They deal or undeal with 
themes pertaining to the old west 
and western art history. 

In one, for example, cowboy-like 
figures take part, irreverently, in 
an art historical episode. Bernini 
went to France at the invitation of 
Louis XIV and found himself in a • 
situation where his sculpture and 
building designs were constantly 
being rejected. He was more than 
glad to return to Rome. It wasn't 
hard to imagine the French king 
giving the artist a hard time. But, 
from what I'd read of Louis XIV, 
he was a rather bland fellow, so I 
used Louis XIII instead. I found 
him more interesting than the 
conservative Louis XIV, especially 
after seeing him bizarrely portray-
ed in Ken Russell's movie "The 
Devils. 11 The painting, "Bernini 
Meets Louis XIII in His Toilet, 11 

[cat. no. 7] shows this enthroned 
monarch sitting in his perversion; 
he dispenses blinding catholic 
fish by way of an aerosol can into 
the face of the eager-to-please 
artist. I'm signifying the snow-job 
Bernini received when he hit the 
tree lawns of Versailles. The fish 
coming out of the bath tub re-
sulted from a childhood miscon-
ception: I had th1Jught the son of 
the king of France, the Dauphin, 
was a dolphin. So, there in the 
painting we have little Louis XIV 
disguised as a fish. 

His Mom series constitutes a scathing 
and provocative comment on women 
and sexual identity, the whole laced 
with impish humor. The female as an 
often grotesque pin-up type is 
recurrent in Nevadomi's paintings. 

Nevadomi's most recent group is a 
campaign-attack on a most 
monumental urban institution, the A & 
P. The works are frantic, the imagery 
violent and horrific; scuba-masked 
snipers and flying pork. The paintings 
allude to rape, riot, and looting - the 
terrors of city living. With these 
pieces, as in his others, Nevadomi 
combines the ghastly and the fanciful , 
including whimsical creatures (small , 
spiney) of the artist's rich 
imagination. 

Ken Nevadomi's aggressive art is 
sometimes frightening, sometimes 
enchanting, but consistently 
compelling. 

• Sheila K. Tabakoff 
Director of the Galleries 

• Michael K. Milligan 
Gallery Assistant 



Artist's Statement 

I wish I had something enlightening to 
say about my paintings. 

I will say that I haven't any desire to 
cater to livingroom decor or sentiment 
and don't care a turd where the 
mainstream of art is. 

My concern is with a vision rather than 
with what is "Art." I'm not entirely 
sure what that vision is or where it's 
leading me and I may never know. 
What is interesting to me is looking 
for it. 

There is often, in my work, some 
thought given to social commentary 
but what usually happens, while I'm 
working on a painting, is that the 
commentary gets lost somewhere and 
is replaced by chaos. 

I try to internalize my experiences and 
what I know of other people's 
experience. Also, I fantasize what I 
read, see (or think I see), hear about -
stir this up in my brain and let it out on 
canvas. The results, I'm told, are 
bizarre but I think the world is more 
bizarre than my paintings will ever be. 

I love to paint the way I paint, it keeps 
my brain from turning into just 
another piece of meat. 

I'd like to think that these works have 
something to do with our lives but 
damned if I can figure out what that 
might be. 

• Ken Nevadomi 



Artist's Resume 

Kenneth Nevadomi 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Born: 

December 14, 1939 

Education: 

• Cooper School of Art 
Cleveland, Ohio 
1964-1967 

• Columbus College of Art and Design 
Columbus, Ohio 
1971-1972 B.F.A. 

• Kent State University 
Kent, Ohio 
1972-1975 M.F.A. 

Teaching Experience: 

• Instructor, Painting and Drawing 
• Cooper School of Art, 1967-1970 
• Glenville Program, 1972-1973 
• Kent State University, 1973-1975 
• Cleveland State University, 1976 to 

the present 

Related Experience: 

______________ • Statistical draftman and 
photographer, U.S. Army 1957-1964 

Scholarships and Awards: 

• Cooper School of Art 
Scholarship and tuition grant 

• Television graphics designer and 
artist, Cleveland Board of 
Education, 1965-1967 

• Graphics Designer, 
American Greetings Corporation, 
1967-1970 

• Free Lance Designer, • Kent State University 
Scholarship grant and graduate 
assistantship 

American Greetings Corporation, 
summer 1972 

-------------- • Art Director, 
Shelly's Magazine, 1974-1975 



(i) 

Exhibitions and Credits: 

1967-1971 Faculty Shows, 
CooperSchoolofArt 

1971, 1974 May Show, 
Cleveland Museum of Art 

1972 Two-Man Show, 
CooperSchoolofArt 

1973 Lakeland Community 
College Invitational 

1975 Two-Man Show, 
Not In New York Gallery, 
Cincinnati 
One-Man Show, 
Akron Art Institute 
Ohio Invitational, 
Eells Gallery, Blossom 
Music Center 

1976 Computer Piece: "One In A 
Million" 

1977 One-Man Show, 
Lakeland Community 
College 
Portrait Show, 
CooperSchoolofArt 
Ten-page feature of 
grapnics and creative 
writing: Shelly's Magazine 

Collections: 

• Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wojno 
• Mr. Edward McGehee 
• Dr. Robert Bertholf 
• Mr. Bruce Miller 
• Mr. Lance Kinz 
• State of Ohio 
• School of Art, Kent State University 



Entries 

1. Murder Painting II, 1970 7. Bernini Visits Louis XIII in his 
acrylic on canvas Toilet, 197 4 
66½ X 50½ in. acrylic on canvas 

54¼ x67¼ in. 
2. Paranoia Ill, 1971 

acrylic on canvas 8. Geronimo and Sitting Bull Cast 
63 X 68 in. Out of Heaven by Bomber 

Pilots, 197 4 
3. Park Painting II, 1971 acrylic on canvas 

acrylic on canvas 60½ x55 
84 X 84 in. 

9. Walter's, 197 4 
4. Pork Chop Afternoon, 1973* acrylic on canvas 

acrylic on canvas 84 X 67 in. 
60 X 60½ in. 

10. Playpen with Long Pig, 1975 
5. Bus-0-Rama, 1973 acrylic on canvas 

acrylic on canvas 43¾ x61¼ in. 
83 X 65 in. 

11. Mom Painting II, 1975 
6. Western Thrombosis, 1973 acrylic on canvas 

acrylic on canvas 60 X 54 in. 
68 X 68¾ in. Lent by Edward McGehee 
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No.13 
Mom Painting IV, 1975 



Entries 

No.16 
Bus Madness, 1976 



No.18 
Attacking the A&P II, 1976 



Entries 

12. Mom Painting Ill, 1975 
acrylic on canvas 
60½ X 54½ in. 

13. Mom Painting IV, 1975 * 
acrylic on canvas 
68½ X 49 in. 

14. Attacking the A&P I, 1976 
acrylic on canvas 
62¾ x50¼ in. 

15. William Bonney Ascends to 
Heaven,j976 
acrylic on canvas 
60½ X 54¾ in. 

16. Bus Madness, 1976* 
acrylic on canvas 
60 X 55 in. 

17. Untitled, 1976 
acrylic on canvas 
53 X 39½ in. 

18. Attacking the A&P II, 1976* 
acrylic on canvas 
64½ X 54¾ in. 

19. Artist As . .. , 1977* 
acrylic on canvas 
54¼ X 51¾ in. 

20. Artist As . .. , 1977 
acrylic on canvas 
62¾ X 59¼ in. 

21. Attacking the A&P V, 1977* 
acrylic on canvas 
60 X 60 in. 

No.19 
Artist As ... , 1977 







No. 21 
Attacking the A&P V, 1977 

catalogue design/ Phillip R. Hales 
photography/ Lainard E. Bush, 

Sandra A. Thome 





 
 
 
Ken Nevadomi:  Bio. 
 
I was born in 1939 in Cleveland Ohio. Joined the military when I was 17 
with the intention of making it a career. While in the service I 
discovered I could paint as well as draw. It was an ‘epiphany’ for me. 
When my hitch was up I went to art school. 
 
I went to the Cooper School of Art In Cleveland for 2 years, Columbus 
College of Art and Design for a year and a half and Kent State for a 
masters degree.  
 
At Cooper I met Ruth Bercaw, one of the teaching faculty.  She showed 
me painting wasn’t a bunch of exercises. Rather, it was an adventure. 
She was an inspiration to me as an artist and teacher. 
  
After Kent  I was hired by Cleveland State U as painting and drawing 
instructor. A requirement  was ‘research’. In the art department this 
meant having art shows on a regular basis.  I had one person and group 
shows as well as competitive art contests. I received several grants from 
the state of Ohio that helped further my career.  
 
I’m retired now but still painting. And, by the way, so is Ruth Bercaw 
 
 
 
 
 































Double Visions
Ken Nevadomi at CSU Gallery

by Douglas Max Utter

 For more than thirty years Cleveland based painter Ken Nevadomi’s very personal iconography 
and style have emerged from a mix of painterly concerns and an interest in ideas – often 
underwritten by a tough vision of urban life. Sometimes, as in the 1986 “The Man Who Lived in a 
Refrigerator” (which was one of two works by Nevadomi awarded the coveted Painting Prize in the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s 1986 May Show), these appear to comment on social conditions. But 
Nevadomi is an activist only in the sense that he’s involved in the world at street level, with a keen 
eye for anecdote and for the absurd. His often dream-like works argue for the importance of 
beauty, stranded and disfigured as it may be amid the intensely emotional hues and harsh textures 
of daily existence.
 The one person show “On the Corner Off”  consists mostly of large acrylic paintings, completed 
over the past twelve years or so, which manage to hold their own in Cleveland State University’s 
soaring gallery space. All are executed on unstretched canvas and pinned to the wall, stressing the 
rough-edged immediacy of Nevadomi’s several recent manners. In these works passages of art 
historical reference alternate with semi-comic, off-the-cuff observations, stirred briskly with bravura 
brushwork and energetic spattering. Some depict interior scenes, others are nearly abstract, like 
several six by ten foot diptychs on display, composed of two side-by-side sections that repeat key 
motifs. Each of these features a graffiti-like tangle of boldly drawn images: things having to do with 
the philosopher Renee Descartes, a selection of images derived from paintings by Matisse, and a 
snarl of WWII-era bombers.
 Nevadomi renders firmly outlined, cartoon-like human figures when he’s using paint on canvas, 
although over the years one of the hallmarks of his works on paper has been a much more realistic 
linear sensitivity. In the paintings at CSU Nevadomi’s underlying gifts as a draftsman and observer 
become a matter of psychological overload; he achieves a shaky sense of pictorial balance by 
tipping and turning shapes and sections of color in precarious combinations, winding them together 
with wiry lines and obsessively repeated themes. One of his “People at an Exhibition” (2006-7) 
paintings at CSU is part of a series dealing with what Nevadomi wryly calls “bar culture.”  A starkly 
sensual palette of red, black, white, and deep yellow tones shows a bar/café scene, splashed here 
and there with white paint. This is similar to a technique pioneered by School of London artist 
Francis Bacon (a notorious gambler), who actually threw paint at his canvases in a final gesture, 
courting and daring chance to make or break his compositions. In “People at an Exhibition” the 

back to giraffe trap index

William Busta Gallery
(featured link)

Cleveland State University Art Gallery (link)



intent seems a bit more calculated, bettering the odds that the painting’s intensity will sustain visual 
interest. Nevadomi’s sideways spatters distract the eye, or gives it a jumping-off point, acting as an 
extra layer; it’s as if we see the blurry scene through a pane of dirty glass. Three faceless, potato-
headed male figures eat and drink, accompanied by three women, also without features. One of 
the women is passed out, nude, on the floor, at the left-hand margin of the painting. The direction 
of her fallen body echoes and balances the black horse-shoe curve of the bar. At the upper right 
one of the men has also passed out. His head rests on a table surface, pointing out of the picture 
and continuing the composition’s circular motion. It’s not a happy scene, but it captures the fly-
specked, queasy-fuzzy disorientation of drunk nightlife to perfection. Shapes and colors move back 
and forth, up and down, round and round, like a ride at an amusement park, hilarious, nauseating, 
and hypnotic.
 Random markings or brushstrokes, spread around the picture plane, are a common feature of 
most of the paintings at “On the Corner Off.”  In the Descartes diptych “I Think Therefore I Am, I 
Think (2000-2003),” these are large and numerous enough to make an extra painting, 
superimposed on the Descartes imagery. In this case, Nevadomi’s “two for the price of one” 
devices resonate with the philosopher’s  mind-body dualism, and, as elsewhere in the exhibition, 
call to mind the multiple focal points and narrative P.O.V’s typical of modernist and postmodern 
aesthetic structures.
 “Frick/Frack (2000)” and “Airless (2000)” are organized in a similar way, clustering marks and 
loose depictions around a central pictorial area (the bar, the Descartes portraits). But instead of 
being painted directly on a single surface, they’re assembled, “woven” as Nevadomi puts it, from 
small cut-up patches of previous canvases, arranged as if in a grid or like tiles in a mosaic. In 
“Frick/Frack” these pieces are mostly covered with short, angular black marks, reminiscent of 
classic cubist collage works -- except that here no specific object or scene is deconstructed; 
instead, aspects of the painter’s habitual manner are the building blocks of a new abstract order. 
These seem almost to shimmer and move in relation to each other and to the whole. Again the total 
motion of the compositions is both circular and back and forth, as the eye shunts from the broad 
surface to interior activity concentrated in the center of the work.
 Throughout his various manners, Nevadomi remains concerned with visual conflict and ways of 
resolving it. He unpacks the energy of marks, images, line and color as if emptying a bag of toy 
soldiers, and deploys them around the battlefields – or playgrounds -- that are his surfaces. 
Nevadomi’s disenchanted scenes can seem world-weary and grown-up enough to read as cynical, 
yet there is an ongoing innocence inherent in his energetic style, and a winsome (if twisted) 
suggestiveness to titles like “Caravaggio Light,” which shows a stripper seated at a bar, near a 
large window that bathes her naked back in golden afternoon sunshine. Even at their most 
dramatic Nevadomi’s paintings aren’t exactly “Caravaggio Lite” (though contemporary strip clubs 
certainly might be), but they spread the fresh colors, quick wounds and dark thoughts of a younger 
world on the canvas, at once playful and serious in their games.













WOLFS Gallery Announces Representation of Ken Nevadomi Collection

Cleveland, OH – WOLFS Gallery is pleased to announce the
representation of Ken Nevadomi (b. 1939), one of Cleveland’s
premier figurative painters. Included is the acquisition of
Nevadomi’s own remarkable collection of paintings spanning his
celebrated and prolific career. Known for his direct and often
controversial figurative subject matter, Nevadomi’s art is an
intuitive and personal response to contemporary culture and
urban drama.

Important in this region as a major artist and highly regarded
professor, Ken Nevadomi’s blue collar persona adds another
dimension to his appeal. At the age of 17, Nevadomi left his
troubled home in Cleveland enlisting in the service for two tours
of duty during which he began to recognize his prowess and
passion for painting. He went on to earn his B.F.A. from the
Columbus College of Art and Design in 1972 and an M.F.A.
from Kent State University in 1975. Nevadomi has been
included in numerous juried shows and at least 10 solo
exhibitions since 1975. His work was regularly included in the
Cleveland Museum of Art’s May Shows winning several first
prizes in painting and was awarded the 1988 Cleveland Arts
Prize for Visual Arts.

Nevadomi’s work was sought out by curator and art advisor, Allan Schwartzman, for the New Museum’s
1980 exhibition Outside New York. Eluding fixed meanings, his work explores broad subjects that peel
away the veneer of the human condition. Schwartzman has said that Nevadomi’s works are, “harshly
candid confessions, presented with comic book irony, reveal[ing] a phantasmagorical world.” Much
like Picasso, Nevadomi was enamored with the female figure, which is frequently represented in his
powerful, sometimes angst-ridden compositions.

William H. Robinson, senior curator at the Cleveland Museum of Art, says of Nevadomi’s work, “What
impresses you the most about the art of Ken Nevadomi is its honesty and its directness... His art offers
a constant ‘unmasking’ of the darker side of human nature – a painful probing of hidden realities,
topics avoided in normal discourse, subjects not rigidly defined or easily explained by rational
analysis.” Comprehending specific meanings is not necessary to appreciate Nevadomi’s narratives.
While he may have set out to make social commentary, he encouraged the viewer to respond with
their own interpretations. Of his work, Nevadomi has said, “I’d like to think that these works have
something to do with our lives but damned if I can figure out what that might be,” continuing, “I think
the world is more bizarre than my paintings will ever be.”

WOLFS is dedicated to creating a program that advocates and cultivates a broad audience for
Cleveland’s most significant artists. Nevadomi’s work will be introduced with an in-depth exhibition
and catalog planned for Fall 2021.

For Press and Sales Inquiries, please contact WOLFS at: 216.721.6945 or info@wolfsgallery.com
View our Website at www.wolfsgallery.com
Follow WOLFS on Instagram @wolfsgallery or facebook.com/wolfsgallery

23645 Mercantile Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44122
216.721.6945 | info@wolfsgallery.com | www.wolfsgallery.com


